CFALA Elects New Board and Approves By-Law Amendments at Annual Meeting
of the Members
th

On July 9 CFA Society Los Angeles held its Annual Meeting of the members at the Beverly Wilshire Hotel in Beverly
Hills. Members approved changes to the society bylaws, elected a new board for fiscal year 2014-15 and
recognized society volunteers for the their contributions.
Small changes were made to clean up and clarify the bylaws. The two most substantial amendments were to add a
student membership sub-category under associate membership and to align our membership requirements with the
changes that were made at CFA institute last year.
The entire slate proposed by the nominating committee was unanimously approved.

See below.

President – Kerry Rapanot, CFA
Vice President – Rama Malladi, CFA
Treasurer – Nathan Palmer, CFA
Secretary – Ned Downes, CFA
Immediate Past President – Mark Harbour, CFA
Board of Governors – 2 year term expiring 2016
David Bradley, CFA
Board of Governors – 3 year term expiring 2017
Ryan Buckmaster, CFA
Akiko Hayata, CFA
Returning Governors (Not Up for election)
Dan Pomerantz, CFA, 3-year term expiring 2015
Christopher Luck, CFA, 2-year term expiring 2015
Stephanie Luh, CFA, 3-year term expiring 2016
st

The new board will begin their terms as of September 1 .
The following society volunteers and companies were recognized for their leadership and service:
Outgoing President Award
Outgoing Board Members

Mark Harbour, CFA
Roger Gewecke, Jr., CFA, Monica Erickson, CFA, Alejandra Folguera, CFA

Governors Award for Outstanding Lifetime Contributions
Outstanding Society Member
Outstanding Committee Members
James H. Fletcher, CFA Emerging Leader Award
Leadership Award for Advocacy of Professional Ethics
Corporate Award

Roger Gewecke, Jr., CFA
James Lewis, CFA
Dan Pomerantz, CFA, Victor Wood, CFA
Ryan Buckmaster, CFA
Larry Harris, PhD, CFA
BlackRock

During the meeting, outgoing president, Mark Harbour provided a re-cap of some of the society highlights from the
past year. He noted that we had over 55 networking, career development and educational programs with recognized
speakers such as Ian Neld, Howard Marks, Jeffrey Gundlach, Barton Waring, and Jean Brunel. As always, a great
annual forecast slate with Greg Valliere, William Dunkelberg and Nancy Lazar moderated by Jane Wells. The list of
great speakers continued throughout the summer with the Annual Meeting’s key note speaker, Charles Ellis, and
th
Dan Fuss who spoke on July 11 .
The society received the “Enablers Award” from CFA Institute this past year for demonstrating exceptional
achievement based on successful implementation of governance and volunteer management strategies.

In addition, our own Marla Harkness - who has been a remarkable volunteer leader to CFA Society Los Angeles, the
CFA Institute, and many other Societies as Chair of the President’s Council - was given the CFA Institute Special
Service Award for her exceptional efforts over the years (there have been only 16 previous recipients of this award
around the world).
Our public advocacy and ethics committee was off to a great start this past year with a meeting of select CFA
members, community leaders, and Rep Maxine Waters. Dan Pomerantz, chair of the committee, also led a
nd
successful campaign with council member Paul Krekorian to have May 2 declared “Putting Investors First Day” by
the City of Los Angeles.
The society continues to pursue an active monthly meeting schedule with key industry leaders and major employers
in our area in moving toward forming a strategic advisory council. Our intent is to ensure we maintain an active
communication network and collaboration with businesses, other professional organizations such as CAIA, California
Hedge Fund Association, Cal CPA, etc. and academic institutions to ensure our members have access and
connections to the right firms and the most innovative ideas.
Incoming President, Kerry Rapanot, CFA announced that the CFA Society Los Angeles board was going to be
participating in a strategic planning session over the upcoming weekend to clarify the societies’ priorities for the next
3 years. The results from the most recent member survey indicated that the three key takeaways were for a better
job board, career development and a distinguished speaker series.
It was also noted that Roger L. Gewecke, Sr. CFA, who was CFA Society Los Angeles president from 1971-1972
th
passed away on June 29 . Last year at the annual meeting he was in attendance with his son and grandson. He
was remembered for his leadership and contributions over the years.
The evening wrapped up with Charles Ellis as the keynote speaker discussing his book “What It Takes.” All
members who were in attendance received a free copy at the end of the evening.
By Laura Carney

